CONFERENCE IN SEATTLE
P o w e r o f F a i t h : T r a n s f o r m i n g Se l f a n d So c i e t y
IslamicSocietyof NorthAmerica

9:30-10:00 AM

S a t u r d a y, S e p t e m b e r 3 0, 2 0 1 7

- Recitation from the Holy Qur'an

Room 122
Session 1
Opening

Welcome Session
-

ISNA Conference Chair - Mahmood Khadeer
ISNA Conference Youth Chair - Fiyyaz Jaat
ISNA's Vision for West Zone - Ahmed Shaikh
ISNA President - Azhar Azeez
Moderator: Ahmed Almut awa

10:00-11:15 AM
Room 122
Session 2
Main

Transformat ive Personal Change: Looking in t he Mirror
Allah (SWT ) said, ?If We willed We could send down a sign from heaven to them, and then
their necks would be lowered to it in subjection.?(Quran 26:4).
Allah could have created us all in submission from the start. He chose not to. How can we
change ourselves to be in true submission to Allah? We must go back to square one and work
from the inside out, beginning with setting clear intentions for all our actions. Realizing
God?s complete and authoritative dominion is a source of solace, contentment and
motivation to action. Speakers in this session will not only focus on the necessary kind of
faith and hope but also how we can manifest that in ourselves.
Speakers: Mohamad Joban, Siraj Wahhaj
Moderator: Varisha Khan

11:30-12:45 PM
Room 122
Session 3
Main

Fait h Beyond Words: Finding t he Help of Allah
?Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such [trial] has not yet come to you as came to
those who passed on before you? They were touched by poverty and hardship and were shaken
until [even their] Messenger and those who believed with him said, ?Where is the help of Allah??
Unquestionably, the help of Allah isnear.?[Quran 2:214]
Each human on this planet is tested with the most rigorous trials and tribulations. In order to
overcome these tests designed by God, each of us must strive to achieve patience and hold
fast to our faith. In this session, speakers will examine how to translate stories from the
Quran and Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon Him) into lessons applicable
to our daily life.
Speakers: Alaa Badr, Yasmin Mogahed
Moderator: Hyder Ali

P o w e r o f F a i t h : T r a n s f o r m i n g Se l f a n d So c i e t y
11:30-12:45 PM
Room 113
Session 3A
NAIT

Enhancing Our Communit y in Challenging Times
How can management of Islamic centers protect their masjid from mismanagement? Come
learn about the relational tools needed to operate a not for profit Islamic center. Learn how
to recruit good volunteers to help operate Islamic centers. Learn ways to protect your center
from external threats in the era of Trump. We will discuss masjid management and the
important duty to effectively utilize the savings and donations they receive. Come and learn
a unique program on how to best protect your centers and assets through NAIT?s unique
Islamic Center Cooperative Fund program.
Speaker: Azam Nizamuddin

11:30-12:45 PM
Room 112
Session 3B
MYNA, MSA & Youth

Educat e Yourself
It is obligatory on every Muslim, male or female. In the Quran, Allah (swt) prescribed to us
that we should seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave. The first word revealed to our
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was "iqra". It is a command that means ?to read,? in Arabic,
indicating the importance of education in Islam. It implies the concept of learning, exploring,
and seeking knowledge. The importance of education has been emphasized repeatedly in
the Qur?an, which is the ultimate source of guidance for Muslims. Verse 20:114 in the Quran
says: ?My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.? This verse indicates that whatever we know is
limited as we need to keep asking Allah to increase our knowledge. Therefore, a Muslim
should constantly be seeking more knowledge (ilm).
Speaker: Khizr Khan
Moderator: Shayan Bawaney

12:45-2:00 PM

2:00-3:15 PM
Room 122
Session 4
Main

Break (Lunch and Dhuhr Prayer)

Musalla

Being an Agent of Change in a Time of Islamophobia
There comes a time in our lives when we come to a crossroad. The choices we make at those
junctures influence the future chapters of our lives until the next crossroad emerges. We as
a community are at a critical crossroad in our history as Muslims in America. This is the
moment we turn the corner, embrace the legacy of the great Mohammed Ali, and
unapologetically present a communal identity that is at once Muslim and American. We need
to create a strategy for presenting our narrative, defending ourselves, and integrating our
efforts within the fabric of the society. Learn how to effectively criticize poor reporting, get
coverage of stories from your communities, and have Muslim voices and perspectives
included with positive stories that go beyond terrorism and Islamophobia.
Speakers: Aneelah Afzali, Azhar Azeez, Khizr Khan
Moderator: Arsalan Bukhari

2:00-3:15 PM
Room 113
Session 4A
Chaplaincy

Muslim Chaplaincy: A Spirit ual Care Provider in American Inst it ut ions
Join this session for a presentation and discussion to begin a nation-wide dialogue within the
American Muslim community, raising awareness of the diverse roles and functions of
Muslim chaplains in four distinct American Institutions, i.e., military, prisons, healthcare
centers, and universities/colleges; and of the need for community support of our
professional chaplains in these institutions.
Speaker: Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad

P o w e r o f F a i t h : T r a n s f o r m i n g Se l f a n d So c i e t y
2:00-3:15 PM
Room 112
Session 4B
MYNA, MSA & Youth

Talking t o Allah
Like many other parts of Islam, dua can become an element of our lives that we eventually
put to the back of our minds. It becomes void of any spirituality, and we forget that dua
exists for our benefit. Dua is the only direct connection we have to Allah (SWT), so we should
try to make it a fulfilling daily habit that brings us closer and closer to Allah (SWT). This
lecture will go over the many benefits of making dua, including an improved mental state (in
regards to stress and anxiety levels) and a stronger relationship with our Creator. Campers
will also be reminded that one?s dua is always accepted, whether it be immediately, in the
next life, or in another form, but it will still be accepted
Speaker: Yasmin Mogahed
Moderator: Shayan Bawaney

3:30-4:30 PM
Room 122
Session 5
Main

St rengt hening t he Spirit of t he Family - (Panel Discussion)
Despite all the challenges facing Muslim-American families today, Allah has showered us
with abundant blessings. This panel discussion will focus on building the foundation of a solid
family, based on the fundamental themes from the Quran and the seerah. What are the
relevant steps in establishing a strong family? Speakers will share their perspectives on
husband-wife, parent-child and inter-familial relationships and share their ideas on a wide
range of topics, from evolving family structures to recognizing signs of oppression to helping
youth deal with peer pressure and other challenges.
Panel: Alaa Badr, Azhar Azeez, Yasmin Mogahed
Moderator: Tariq Yusuf

3:30-4:30 PM
Room 113
Session 5A
Interfaith

Being a Prophet ic Voice in t he Age of Trump: How t o Creat e Impact ful
The political turmoil here at home and abroad can feel overwhelming. At times, we may even
ask ourselves: what can I really do to make an impact? The good news is that our Islamic
tradition gives us countless examples of finding strength during tough times, and spells out
formulas for creating tangible success within our communities. We will offer concrete
strategies and tangible opportunities for every Muslim to get involved in combating
hatred/addressing poverty and other issues, and present a (inter)faith-based model that has
successfully led to changes within Muslim communities throughout the U.S.
Speakers: Dorot hy Gibson, Colin Christ opher

3:30-4:30 PM
Room 112
Session 5B
MYNA, MSA & Youth

Innovat ion Game: Ret urning t o t he Golden Age
The introduction of Islam to the world paved way for minorities to venture out and explore
what knowledge, art and education could offer to them. It gave them the ability to for the
first time be of the same status as the majority. People of minority were allowed to take
leadership positions and they finally had the ability and the resources to participate in art
and innovative culture. In this session we will delve into the history of Islam?s golden age to
discuss the scientific, social, and political advancements of our ancestors, and how we can
?bring back their legacy.?
Speaker: Ahmed Almut awa, Fiyyaz Jaat
Moderator: Shayan Bawaney

P o w e r o f F a i t h : T r a n s f o r m i n g Se l f a n d So c i e t y
4:30-5:00 PM

5:00-6:15 PM
Room 112
Session 6
Main

Break (Asr Prayer)

Going Beyond t he Basics: Empowerment t hrough Engagement
As we talk about practicing Islam in our individual, family, and community lives, we also
need to explore how to serve the extended community outside the masjid walls. This
session will discuss the importance of community service in Islam, as well as the various
means we can use to practice social and humanitarian service as Muslims in North America
and beyond.
Speakers: Aneelah Afzali, Arsalan Bukhari, Mohamad Joban, Ahmed Ali,
Anisa Ibrahim, Varisha Khan
Moderator: Ahsan Nadeem

6:30-7:00 PM

Break (Maghrib Prayer)

ISNA Celebrat ion Banquet
7:00-9:00 PM
(Ent ry by t icket )
Room 122

Welcome remarks ? Azhar Azeez, ISNA President
-

Community Service Recognition Award Ceremony
Finding Your Voice - Keynote address from Khizr Khan
Investing in the Future: Building Vibrant Communities- Siraj Wahhaj

Entertainment program & Nasheed singing

