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Hope and Guidance Through the Quran 
 

VERILY, this Qur'an shows the way to all that is most upright, and gives the believers 
who do good deeds the glad tiding that theirs will be a great reward; -17:9  
Featured Speakers Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir w Laila Al-Arian w Abdalla Idris Ali w Shamsi Ali w Wajahat Ali w Zainab 
Alwani w Nihad Awad w Azhar Azeez w Zahra Billoo w Alia Bilal w Colin Christopher w Dalia Fahmy w Yasir Fahmy w 
Jaime Mujahid Fletcher w Tamara Gray w Mehdi Hasan w Altaf Husain w Ameena Jandali w Jamillah Karim w Nouman 
Ali Khan w Ghazala Khan w Khizr Khan w Mohamed Magid w Ingrid Mattson w Cyrus McGoldrich w Dalia Mogahed w 
Yasmin Mogahed w Laila Muhammad w Precious Rasheeda Muhammad w Rami Nashishibi w Linda Sarsour w Yasir 
Qadhi w Zaid Shakir w Hassan Shibli w Muzammil Siddiqi w Omar Suleiman 

 
 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

 
1:30 - 3:00 PM Juma’ah Salat  
Prayer Hall Khateeb: Azhar Azeez, ISNA President 
 
3:30 - 4:45 PM Opening Session  
Session 1 
 
 

ISNA Welcoming Address 
• Welcome Address Recitation from the Holy Qur’an 
• Welcome address from Azhar Azeez, ISNA President 
• Messages from government and interfaith leaders 
• Brief remarks from leaders of American Muslim Organizations 
• Recognition of dignitaries and guests 
• Recognition of Program, Steering and Convention Committee Chairs, volunteers 

and staff 
Moderator: Fatima Salman 

 
5:00 - 6:00 PM ISNA Sessions   
Session 2A  
 

The Witness of Religion in an Age of Fear 
Speakers: Sayyid M. Syeed 

Session 2B  
 

News Makers  
While we see and hear from Muslim newsmakers, we rarely have the opportunity to hear 
their insight about those news stories, what they want to express beyond the sound bytes 
and especially their personal experiences being thrust into the spotlight. Join us for a 
discussion with our community activist who are on the front lines, making the headlines. 
Speakers: Abdul Syed, Biliqis Abdul Qaadir, Laila Al-Arian, Moon Khan, Linda 
Sarsour 

 
6:00 – 6:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Asr Salat 
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7:00 – 8:00 PM  Main Sessions  
Session 3A 
 

Cultural Ingenuity (Part 1):  The Sleepers of the Cave 
God, through the Quran and prophetic narratives, recognized many different communities 
throughout history.  In each of these communities there are lessons to direct and inspire 
each of us both in our daily lives and our daily devotionals/ spiritual growth. 
 

The story of the sleepers of the cave is shared among Muslims and Christians. Despite 
finding persecution overbearing, these youth were unwilling to denounce their faith. Their 
awakening from a cross-generational sleep has them re-enter into a very different 
community. 
Speakers: Abdalla Idris Ali 
Moderator: Safaa Zarzour 

Session 3B 
 

IslamInSpanish & The Latino Muslim Wave 
IslamInSpanish was established after the tragic incident of September 11th and after 16 
years has become a trending leading wave featured by CNN, BBC, L.A. Times, NPR, 
Univision, Telemundo, and others who understand this segment’s growth implication in 
America. Join us to find out why Latinos and Muslims are the two demographic groups 
changing the narrative within the Muslim Community and in society as a whole in America 
and worldwide.  
Speakers: Jaime Mujahid Fletcher, Wesley Abu Lebron 
Host: Alma Campos 

Session 3C 
 

Ask the Scholars: Open Q&A  
Join Islamic scholars to discuss various issues which each of us face in our daily lives.  
Come prepared with your questions for our panel to address.   
Scholars: Muzammil Siddiqi, Zulfiqar Ali Shah, Zainab Alwani 
Moderator: Ihsan Bagby 

Session 3D I Am a Proud Muslim: or Can’t You Tell 
To be a minority among minorities is a privilege very few are able to claim. We will take a 
look into the narrative of Muslims who do not fit the "standard" traditional look of a Muslim. 
Can't grow a beard? Skin too pale? Dress a certain way? This session will take an in depth 
look at why many Muslims feel the need to constantly prove their Muslim identity even 
among other Muslims. 
Speakers: Shamsi Ali, Yunus Khaerisman  
 

Session 3E  
 

 

 

Water is Life 
 “We made from water every living thing.” (Quran 21:30) 
As both a means of survival and a means towards spiritual cleansing, current events have 
placed the use and abuse of water at the forefront:  DAPL, Flint, water shortages, refugees 
escaping by sea, ongoing droughts, etc.  What is the relationship between Muslims, water, 
and climate change? This session will focus on developing faith based awareness 
campaigns and provide solutions to take back to our families and communities regarding 
our responsibilities and encouraging proper stewardship of the Earth. 
Speakers: Ameena Jandali, Zaid Shakir 
Moderator: Saffet Catovic  

 
8:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Maghrib Salat 
 
9:00 – 10:30 PM  Plenary Session  
Session 1  
 

Allah: The Quran’s Purpose, Primacy and Promotion 
The singular message of the Quran transcends race, gender, nationality and even time.  
We know about Allah, but do we know Allah. We believe in God, but do we believe God’s 
indisputable omnipotence. How do we translate our love of God into commitments and 
actions?  How do we transform ourselves by exploring the evolutionary nature of Iman 



(faith) and bring the Divine effectively to our lives?  
Speakers: Nouman Ali Khan, Yasmin Mogahed, Zaid Shakir 
Moderator: Mamoon Syed  

 
10:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Isha Salat 
 

 
 

 
 

4:30 AM Prayer and Spiritual Talks  
Embassy Suites  
Hyatt Regency 

Fajr Salat 
 

 
10:00 – 1:00 PM Special Event  
 Master Chef 
 
10:00 – 11:00 AM ISNA Sessions  
Session 4A  
 

Relationship Real Talk: Building Marriages That Last 
Finding love as American Muslims can seem hopeless when so many are without spouses 
and those who are married struggle to avoid divorce. But are we really as helpless as we 
think? By asking difficult questions and highlighting the most important aspects of 
compatibility, we can empower ourselves to attain healthy relationships--a marriage reality 
check. Join a professional matchmaker for a workshop addressing how best to match 
oneself addressing your needs over your wants. 
Speakers: Mohamed Ali, Yasmin Elhady    
Moderator: Afshaan Abdul 

Session 4B  Effective Local Political Engagement in Red and Blue States  
State and local political engagement is as vital as ever.  Our experts are experienced in 
political engagement in blue states with relatively little Islamophobia in local and state 
government, and red states where Islamophobia by public officials is common.  How can 
civilly engaged Muslims be effective in both environments?  Share your successes and 
learn from others in this participatory roundtable.   
Speakers: Zahra Billoo, Sherif Zaafran 
Facilitator: Cyrus McGoldrick 

Session 4C 
 

Masjid: Sanctuaries for Women in the Age of Islamophobia 
Women face increased threats to their security and safety, especially those who are more 
easily identified as Muslim.  Simultaneously, our community tends to deny women access 
to masajid; the primary communal hub where religion and Muslim culture are transmitted. 
How can we transform our communities into safe havens for women providing comfort, 
security, and support grounded in the teachings of the Quran and the Prophetic example?  
Speakers: Tamara Gray, Omar Suleiman 
Moderator: Aisha al-Adawiya 

Session 4D  
 

Saving Rohingya Muslims: Saving a Life is as if Saving Mankind 
Crimes against humanity are being committed in Myanmar through various forms of 
atrocities and summary execution of Rohingya men, women, and children. Thousands of 
lives have been lost and over a million people have been displaced internally and 
externally. The Muslim Ummah’s efforts to save the Rohingya is like saving all mankind – 
as it says in The Holy Quran: “…if anybody saves a life, it would be as if he has saved the 
life of all mankind”. (Surah Al-Ma'ida 5:32) 
Speakers: Wakar Uddin, Derek Mitchell  
Facilitator: Simon Billenness 
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11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Main Sessions  
Session 5A  
 

Ask the Scholars 
Join Islamic scholars to discuss various issues which each of us face in our daily lives.  
Come prepared with your questions for our panel to address.   
Speakers: Mohamed Magid, Tamara Gray, Yasir Fahmy 
Moderator: Asma Mirza 

Session 5B  
 

Cultural Ingenuity (Part 2):  The Children of Israel 
God, through the Quran and prophetic narratives, recognized many different communities 
throughout history.  In each of these communities there are lessons to direct and inspire 
each of us both in our daily lives and our daily devotionals/ spiritual growth. 
 

The most-referenced community in the Quran is by far the Children of Israel under the 
tutelage and guidance of multiple prophets, most notably, Moses. The linkages and 
commonalities are many, the lessons, landmines and opportunities abound. 
Speakers: Abdul Nasir Jangda 
Moderator: Safiah Choudhury 

Session 5C  
 

Black, American, & Muslim: Negotiating Race, Class, and Gender 
Black American Muslim women have been leading voices on the struggle for social justice 
in America. Why then is there constant erasure of their experiences? Join an honest 
conversation negotiating race, class, and gender with an educator and daughter of a 
historic American Muslim movement; an artist, activist, and professor of African American 
Studies and Anthropology; an award-winning scholar on race, gender, and Islam; and an 
outspoken Sudanese American activist as moderator.      
Speakers: Jamillah Karim, Su'ad Abdul Khabeer, Laila Muhammad 
Moderator: Hind Makki 

Session 5D  
 

Uniting for the Common Good: Supporting Minority Groups 
Minority coalitions have been largely overlooked and often persecuted. This session will 
examine the ways in which Muslims can collaborate with minority groups to create effective 
and long-lasting dialogues and relationships. 
Speakers: Dalia Mogahed, Linda Sarsour 
Moderator: Mariam Sobh 

Session 5E  
 

Finding al-Furqan: Truth, Lies, and Alternate Facts 
Despite an abundance of information, we have become distanced from the truth.  Social 
media amplifies our preferred bubbles and can propagate false information instead of 
providing an accurate reality to draw our own conclusions.  This challenge not only 
confronts us politically and socially, but equally within our religious understanding, 
discourses, and behavior. (Ever ask “Shaykh Google”?) This session will aim to re-
establish how to effectively decipher fact from fiction in the world of open source 
information. 
Speakers: Wajahat Ali, Laila Al-Arian, Alex Kronemer 
Host: Mehdi Hasan 

 
1:00 – 3:00 CSRL Banquet  

* PURCHASED TICKETS ARE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 

South Ballroom  
(Rooms 40 – 53)   

Community Service Recognition Luncheon 
The Community Service Recognition Luncheon (CSRL) is an inspiring celebration where a 
prestigious group of the nation’s Muslim leaders, scholars and government officials join to 
honor an individual dedicated to community service. This year marks the 18th annual 
luncheon, hosted by the ISNA Founders’ Committee, and is considered a major highlight of 
the annual convention. 
Award Recipient: Sayyid M. Syeed 

 
1:15 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall  Dhuhr Salat 
 
 



1:30 – 2:30 PM Parallel Sessions  
Session 6A  
 

Providing Access to Clean Water, Transforming Lives 
It is mind boggling that around 800 million people do not have access to clean 
drinking water. Millions of people walk miles and spend hours’ everyday to get a few 
gallons of water to survive. Solutions to the water scarcity and accessibility issues can 
transform hundreds and million of lives, by the Grace of Allah (SWT).  This session will 
discuss the challenges caused by shortage of water and present some solutions for making 
a positive impact on the lives of God's creation. 
Speaker: Ilyas Hasan Choudry 
Sponsored by: Helping Hands USA 

Session 6B  
 

Mosque Mobilization in the Current Political Climate 
ISPU’s second report in the “Reimagining Muslim Spaces” series presents a case study of 
the Muslim Community Association (MCA). MCA, on its own or in partnership with 
organizations such as the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), regularly hosts 
events and activities focused on involving Muslims in the civic life of America. Join ISPU to 
learn about short and long term strategies and tools to educate and mobilize our mosque 
communities to respond to Trump era politics with civic engagement. 
Speakers: Alia J. Bilal, Zahra Billoo 
Moderator: Sarrah Buageila 

Session 6C  
 

Using Fiction to Teach Quranic Lessons 
Using fiction to normalize Islam and Muslims fiction inspires. It is a space that is filled with 
imagination and creativity. It's a space that allows for writers to live life vicariously through 
the experiences of their characters. Fiction inculcates values. Muslims have lagged in 
utilizing fiction to normalize Islam and Muslims in the West. In teaching non-Muslims about 
Islam and inspiring Muslims to hold on to their Islam, fiction can tell our story with all its 
successes and hardships, in a way that is effective and potent. This session is directed to 
answering the question: how can Muslims use fiction to change the negative perception of 
Islam and Muslims.  
Speakers: Umm Zakiyyah, Wael Abdelgawad 
Moderator: Hena Zuberi 

Session 6D 
 

Dribbling for Dawah: How Sports Overcome Islamophobia  
Sports are an essential and important aspect of American society. Sports activities not only 
improve one’s personal health and self esteem, they also play a vital role in strengthening a 
Muslim's faith and fellowship, and in connecting Muslims with non-Muslims in post-9/11 
America. Muslim American athletes at all levels of participation and play, guided by the 
Qur'an and Islam’s teachings, challenge the negative stereotypes and provide positive 
alternative role models for young and old alike. 
Speakers: Steven Fink, Ibrahim Jaaber 
Moderator: Abir Catovic 

Session 6E 
 

Responding to Challenging Questions with Guidance from the Qur'an 
With the rise in Islamophobia, the misconceptions and questions about Islam and Muslims 
have become more complex and challenging for regular Muslims to respond to. This 
session identifies current hot button issues and provides a framework and guidelines for 
responding to challenging questions as well as access to over a hundred answers to 
common questions about Islam and Muslims. 
Speakers: Salam Al-Marayati, Maha Elgenaidi  
Moderator: Ameena Jandali 

 
3:00 – 4:30 PM Plenary Session   
Session 2 
 

Restoring Confidence and Moving Forward  
From the passing of heroes, to economic downturns, and political shifts, 2016 has left us 
with a need for a spiritual detox to heal and uplift ourselves psychologically.  As Muslims, 
we are an essential component of the American experiment, which is democracy.  This is 
our house.  How do we continue to step into our communities with confidence, from a place 
of strength, unapologetic, and holding our heads high?  



Speakers: Dalia Mogahed, Hassan Shibli, Jaime Mujahid Fletcher 
Host: Wajahat Ali   

 
5:00 – 6:00 PM Main Sessions  
Session 7A  
 
 

Cultural Ingenuity (Part 3):  The People of Abyssinia 
God, through the Quran and prophetic narratives recognized many different communities 
throughout history.  In each of these communities there are lessons to direct and inspire 
each of us both in our daily lives and our daily devotionals/ spiritual growth. 
 

The Prophet commissioned a group to migrate to the safety and security of a renowned 
noble Christian King. How did the first migrants establish a community as a religious 
minority? What, if any, limitations did they operate within?  
Speakers: Yasir Qadhi  
Moderator: Ahmed J Quereshi 

Session 7B  
 

Imam W. Deen Mohammed: Life, Thought and Influence 
IWDM (1933-2008) is rarely discussed in the academic community, but the voice of this 
African American, related to such things as politics, economics, race and religion, is 
important for our environment and times. As an American born Muslim he falls in the same 
category as such a figure as the late Muhammad Alexander Russel Webb. Like Webb, a 
European American, IWDM was committed to the principle of Tauhid, which manifested in 
his spirituality and the individuals that studied his teachings. 
Speakers: Mikal Naeem Nash, Laila Muhammad  
 

Session 7C  
 

An Activist, A Scholar, and An Artist Walk Onto a Stage... 
This session will be a candid conversation between activists, scholars, and artists among 
ourselves surrounding the concept of Islamic Duality. We all ascribe to different groups and 
identities, do they still mold well with our Islam? As with many things in life, Islam is not just 
black and white. Islam is a multitude of colors. Join us as we discuss the different shades 
that Islam brings out.  
Host: Yunus Khaerisman 

Session 7D  
 

Building the American-Latino-Muslim Leadership Legacy 
 After 1 year of opening the first-of-its-kind, Latino-Muslim-lead, Media-Driven, Spanish-
Speaking Islamic Center in Houston, Texas; 56 people embraced Islam. Find out the 
struggles, history, and challenges faced from prejudice within the Muslim community and 
marginalization to ultimately building a Museum highlighting the Latino roots from our 
legacy in Muslim Spain to a State-of-the-Art Production Studio reaching millions along a 
mosque streaming Spanish/English khutbahs worldwide serving people from all walks of 
life as a model to be duplicated across the U.S.  
Speakers: Isa Parada, Alex Gutierez 
Moderator: Sakinah Gutierrez 

Session 7E  
 

Is Muslim Political Engagement Broken? How Do We Fix It? 
Political Engagement is vital. But what does it mean? Who is it supposed to benefit? How 
do our values fit in? Are American Muslims trying too hard to "fit in" at the expense of our 
values? How do we deal with ethics in political engagement, where business, foreign 
relations, national security and police interests all seek to take their place on the agenda of 
the Muslim community? Our panel of experts will address some difficult questions while 
suggesting solutions towards principled and ethical engagement in our system of 
government.  
Speakers: Cyrus McGoldrich, Colin Christopher, Abdul Syed, Zahra Billoo 
Moderator: Laila Al-Arian 

 
6:15 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Asr Salat 
 
 
 



6:30 – 8:00 PM Plenary Session   
Session 3  
 
 

The Divine Revelation: His Gift, the Quran 
The journeys Prophet Muhammed (PBUH) took throughout history were never far from the 
word of Allah (SWT) as his guide.  The attributions and characterization of the Quran tell 
not only many tales and virtues, but portray the very essence of what Prophet Mohammed 
PBUH lived and breathed; a guide for generations and a guide for our nation. Come ready 
to explore the pivotal role of the Quran in the time of Rasulullah. 
Speakers: Jamillah Karim, Yasmin Mogahed, Nouman Ali Khan 
Host: Mariam Sobh 

 
8:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Maghrib Salat 
 
9:00 – 10:30 PM Plenary Session  
Session 4 
 
 

Hope & Guidance through the Qur’an  
As challenges facing Muslims intensify, the Qur’an now more than ever serves as a source 
of hope and guidance. This year’s convention will be held just as Muslims celebrate the end 
of Ramadan. In addition to fasting, Ramadan is the month in which the divine gift, the 
Qur’an was revealed. The Prophet serves as our example on how to internalize and 
practice the Qur’anic message. Join thousands of Muslims to carry on the lessons of 
Ramadan, year round, through the appreciation and application of Divine Speech. 
Speakers: Azhar Azeez, Abdallah Idris Ali, Khizr Khan, Mehdi Hasan, Keith Ellison, 
Omar Suleiman, Yasir Qadhi 

 
10:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Isha Salat 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
4:30 AM Prayer and Spiritual Talks  
Embassy Suites  
Hyatt Regency 

Fajr Salat 
  

 
10:00 – 11:00 PM Special Event  
 Master Chef 
 
10:00 – 11:00 AM ISNA Sessions  
Session 8A  
 

Practicing the Sunnah of Foster Care - Caring for the Refugee Minors 
The Muslim Ummah is facing an unprecedented crisis of orphaned and abandoned 
children, and the responsibility falls on all of our shoulders. In this session, the speaker will 
walk the audience through the outreach efforts New Star Kafala has launched to educate 
the Muslim community, addressing the Fiqh concerns regarding foster care and adoption 
through local communities, demystifying and streamlining the process of domestic and 
refugee foster care, in partnership with major national organizations.  
Speakers: Sarah Haider, Yusra Gomaa 
 

Session 8B  
 

Creating the Prophetic Masjid  
An open discussion on what are the characteristics of the Prophetic Masjid which serve as 
a model for us, and how do we build the Prophetic Masjid? 
Speaker: Ihsan Bagby 
Facilitator: Sarah Sayeed 

Sunday, July 2, 2017 



Session 8C 
 

Muslim Media in the United States: Challenges and Prospects 
This panel explores the challenges and opportunities for Muslim media in the United States 
with specific reference to the existing publications such as Islamic Horizon. Panelists will 
discuss ways to strengthen existing publications and the need for using other innovative 
media platforms to emphasize Muslim media’s role in building bridges of understanding 
between Muslims and Americans at large. 
Panelist: Iqbal Unus, Mohammad Ahmadullah Siddiqi, Rummana Hussain 
Moderator: Rashed Nizam 

Session 8D 
 

Kashmir Tragedy: Hope for a Peaceful Solution 
Kashmir dispute is one of the oldest issues pending on the agenda of the United Nations 
Security Council. Its occupation by India has been left undisturbed by the international 
community, even though its validity has never been accepted. At no stage, however, have 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir shown themselves to be reconciled to India’s 
occupation. There is only one way of just and honorable peace, the way chalked out in the 
international agreements that the future will be decided by the people of Kashmir. Only the 
exertion of the necessary moral pressure by the world powers will lead the parties to that 
way. 
Speakers: Imtiaz Khan, Ghulam N. Mir 
Moderator: Sareer Fazili 

 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Main Sessions  
Session 9A  
 

Ask the Scholars 
Join Islamic scholars to discuss various issues which each of us face in our daily lives.  
Come preparied with your questions for our panel to address.   
Panel: Ingrid Mattson, Jamillah Karim, Abdul Nasir Jangda,  
Moderator: Asma Mirza 

Session 9B  
 

Cultural Ingenuity (Part 4): Muslims In Indonesia 
God, through the Quran and prophetic narratives recognized many different communities 
throughout history.  In each of these communities there are lessons to direct and inspire 
each of us both in our daily lives and our daily devotionals/ spiritual growth. 
Speakers: Shamsi Ali 
 

Session 9C  
Main Hall 

Confident Muslim 
Confident Muslim is a platform that seeks out the brightest minds of the Ummah striving to 
make a positive impact in society. Join us as we listen to our youth who will dig deep into 
that tradition, and find themselves and their contribution. They will identify past 
contributions within an Islamic framework, and offer ideas as to how to go about 
implementing similar contributions today.  
Speakers: Three Confident Muslim Participants 
Moderator: Omar Suleiman 

Session 9D  
 

Muslim-American’s Roles in Developing American Public Policy  
Muslim American participation in developing and formulating public policy is necessary. 
The panelists in this session will discuss how the rich history of Islam promotes civic 
engagement and will look at strategies for addressing how the Muslim community can 
focus its energies and resources in developing justice in America.  
Speakers: Nihad Awad, Dalia Mogahed, Alia Bilal 
Host: Fatima Salman 

Session 9E 
 

La Belleza del Islam en Espanol 
ALAH envió Mensajeros quienes hablaban el idioma de su gente para clarifiar su mensaje 
en todas las épocas de su Creacion. Esta sesión se enfoca en la belleza del Islam 
expresado por medio del idioma Español como un vehículo único a los corazones de 
nuestros familiares y amigos en los Estados Unidos y en Latino-América. Inviten a 
familiares, amigos, y vecinos o lleguen dispuestos a aprender como compartir el Islam en 
Español. 



Speakers: Jalil Navarro, Jaime Mujahid Fletcher 
Moderator: Vilma Lopez 

 
1:00 – 3:00 PM   Young Professionals’ Luncheon  
 The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), brings you the Young Professionals 

Luncheon. This is a unique opportunity to hear distinguished Muslim professional share 
their personal struggles with professional development. Listen to their stories. Come with 
your questions, share your own personal experiences, and walk away with encouragement 
and advice.  

 
1:15 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Dhuhr Salat 
 
1:30 – 2:30 PM Parallel Sessions  
Session 10A  
 

Islamic Finance and Investments  
  

Session 10B  
 

 Navigating Modern Sexual Mores: Islam & the LGBTQ Discourse  
Although conventional Islamic teachings have been categorically opposed to same-sex 
acts as morally wrong, increasing pressure is being placed on Muslim communities and 
organizations to re-evaluate this traditional take. Between this tension lies a number of 
unresolved questions: how does the modern concept of "homosexuality" correspond to 
Islamic categories and terms? How can individuals struggling with same-sex desire 
conceptualize themselves in a way that doesn't necessitate an existential spiritual crisis? 
Speakers: Mobeen Vaid, Sarah Sultan 
Moderator: Hena Zuberi 

Session 10C  
 

Unity and Diversity: American Muslim Political Views After the 2016 Election 
This session will highlight key findings from upcoming surveys of U.S. Muslims by the Pew 
Research Center and ISPU. The presentation will focus on the insights the surveys offer 
into how the political and social views of Muslims who are actively engaged in the 
community are similar to and different from those of the many unmosqued Muslims in the 
aftermath of the 2016 election. 
Speakers: Besheer Mohamed, Dalia Mogahed 
Moderator: Mohamed Magid 

Session 10D 
 

Sharing Hope & Guidance through Muslim and Jewish Storytelling 
Join us for an evening of stories from Muslims and Jews about coming together in 
solidarity. This session will begin to create a dialogue in which even those with differing 
experiences can find commonalities and build solidarity through storytelling. Through this 
storytelling event we invite Muslims and Jews to know themselves, and through sharing 
their stories, to know each other. 
Speakers: Tarek Shawky, Tuli Skaist 
Moderator: Aziza Hasan   

Session 10E 
Main Hall 

Movie: The Sultan and the Saint  
Speakers: Alex Kronemer 
Moderator: Jawaad Abdul Rahman 

Session 10F 
 

ISNA and You: GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
This is your opportunity to engage ISNA leadership in a meaningful conversation about the 
future of ISNA and its role in the lives of Muslim Americans. You will hear the annual report 
from ISNA’s president for the year gone by and plans for the future. While only members 
may vote, all convention attendees are encouraged to attend and learn more about ISNA’s 
activities and participate in the conversation. 
Hosted by: ISNA Leadership 

 
3:00 - 4:30 PM Plenary Session  
Session 5 
 

Global Conflicts - Lessons on Mercy and Justice in Islam 



While the heartbreaking human rights abuses from Syria continue, we as Muslim 
Americans have an opportunity to make a difference through relief and charitable 
endeavors, as well as influencing foreign policy. This session will examine what the Quran 
and early life of the Prophet (PBUH) discussed in regard to the promotion of human rights 
advocacy. Learn how these lessons can translate and be part of your everyday action.  
Speakers: Omar Suleiman, Dalia Fahmy, Ameena Jandali 
Host: Ash-har Quraish 

 
5:00 – 6:00 PM Main Sessions  
Session 11A  
 

Cultural Ingenuity (Part 5): Call Me Bilalian!: Race, Religion, and Struggles for Social 
Justice 
Black Americans were searching for a more representative name to call themselves in the 
late 20th century. Imam W.D. Mohammed chose a name that shifted away from the focus 
of color to spiritual ascendency and that didn’t erase their struggles for social justice. His 
Qur’an-based call to humanity, on behalf of his community, reveals universal lessons we 
can still benefit from in today’s climate of increased racial tension. 
Speakers: Precious Rasheed Muhammad, Laila Muhammad 
Moderator: Hind Makki 

Session 11B  
 

Nurturing Compassion within the Family 
Educational research indicates that the key to success for any individual lies in their 
emotional quotient or the EQ. How do we, as Muslim families, help our children develop 
their EQ?  This session will address issues pertaining to bullying, mindfulness, and 
presence.  What are the tools that we need to be focusing on as parents and mentors to 
help develop the skills of resiliency, grit, inner strength, and spirituality? 
Speakers: Zainab Alwani, Altaf Husain 
 

Session 11C  
 

Internal Vulnerabilities:  Collaboration, Community, and Connections  
Muslim communities are visible minorities and our women, children, those with disabilities, 
and the elderly are our most vulnerable. What strategies can we employ to assist and 
provide levels of security? This session will focus on how men and women can help 
community building/mobilization, security patrols, neighborhood watch opportunities for the 
Muslim communities which can also be used to help the greater communities in which we 
live. 
Speakers: Rami Nashishibi, Tamara Gray  
Moderator: Rizwan Jaka 

Session 11D  
 

Becoming Muslim: What Draws One to Islam 
This0 session is an opportunity to share stories of conversion from our panelists; stories of 
challenge, opportunity, growth, and friendship. Our panelists will also highlight the tools that 
communities can use to be more inclusive of the convert community and what supports 
need to be in place for those who are new to Islam. 
Speakers: Jaime Mujahid Fletcher, Cyrus McGoldrich 
Host: Patty Anton 

Session 11E  
 

Formulating Strong Identities 
Our identities are constantly in flux. For whatever various cultural, social, political or 
ideological reasons, each of us often has difficulty melding each rich and complex identity 
with another. Some of us do not feel "Muslim" enough, others don't feel "American" 
enough. This lecture will explore the current landscape of what it means to be Muslim-
American and how we can work together to build a united Muslim collective identity and 
cultivate strong individual identities as well.  
Speakers: Yasir Fahmy, Dalia Fahmy, Altaf Husain 
Host: Sami Catovic 

 
6:15 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Asr Salat 
 



6:30 – 8:00 PM Plenary Session  
Session 6 
 

MSA Session 
Speakers: Omar Suleiman, Linda Sarsour, Yasir Qadhi 
 

 
8:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Maghrib Salat 
 
9:00 – 11:00 PM Entertainment  
 Sunday Night Entertainment 

Join us for unique entertainment and performances that will be sure to put a smile on 
everyone’s face. Be the first to arrive and the last to leave for this inspiring and exciting 
program. 
Dean Obeidallah, Preacher Moss, Native Deen, Raef, Ibrahim Jaaber & more 

 
10:30 PM Prayer  
Prayer Hall Isha Salat 
 
 

 
 

 
 

4:30 AM Prayer  
Embassy Suites  
Hyatt Regency 

Fajr Salat 
 

 
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM Plenary Session  
Session 7 
 

Eid:  A Moment to Pause and Celebrate 
Even in the most difficult of circumstances the Prophet was a source of optimism and 
positivity. Our traditions and celebrations remind us of this beautiful Sunnah which we 
should pass on to our children. How do we enjoy Eid when there is so much sadness and 
despair in the world? How do we establish this tradition of celebration and gratitude so that 
our children can look forward to them every year? 
Speakers: Abdul Nasir Jangda, Ingrid Mattson, Mohamed Magid,  
Moderator: Asra Ali  

 
1:00 – 2:00 PM Workshops Session  
Session 12A 
 

Building an Ambassador Program 
The session will focus on how to organize an Ambassador Program composed of active 
community members who embody the Islamic principles through compassion, mercy and 
justice through service. The Ambassadors are trained to provide civic trainings at local 
masjids, register voters year round, phone bank to motivate Muslim voter turnout, 
announce legislative updates and community events at Friday Jummah and work towards 
the passing of resolutions and countywide ordinances. 
Speakers: Olivia Cantu, Azhar Subedar 
Moderator: Vetnah Monessar 

Session 12B Abbreviated IMAN Community Organizing Training 
Inner-City Muslim Action Network (IMAN) is a community organization that fosters health, 
wellness and healing in the inner-city by organizing for social change, cultivating the arts, 
and operating a holistic health center. IMAN has effectively organized a broad base of 
Chicagoland Muslims, along with a cross-section of the broader Chicago community, 
around issues directly affecting families living in the inner city. Health and wellness, criminal 
justice, and affordable housing are some of the focus issues for IMAN’s work. 
IMAN’s Community Organizing Training draws from traditional community organizing 
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concepts and strategies, highlighting the importance of sharing our stories and histories, 
conducting relational meetings and identifying one another's stake in an issue, and 
understanding how leaders can affect change around social issues. IMAN's organizing 
model is deeply rooted in spiritual tradition and is broadly informed by past and present 
social movements and struggles. This abbreviated training will take participants through 
several critical modules that they can use to begin—or continue—organizing their own 
communities. 
This is a closed session. Pre-registration is required. Register at www.imancentral.org  

 
2:15 PM Prayer  
 Dhuhr Salat 
 

http://www.imancentral.org/

