
Integrating a consistent value system 
 
 

The Missing Islamic World View  
 



Consistency is vital 

n A. The importance of consistency – It is 
difficult for children to know which is the 
right way, if they are taught one way in the 
secular classes, and a different way in the 
religion class 



   n  It is difficult to have a good self image if 
your religion, your home language and your 
home culture are never mentioned, or 
mentioned in a dismissive way.  

n  It is difficult to reconcile the religion class 
teaching that Allah is supreme and is the 
Creator, with the teaching in the other 
classes that by omission says that Allah may 
not even exist. 



American values  
n  Secular humanism – the human is supreme 
n   Individualism – no responsibility to others; 
n  Science is the measure of all things. Every 

branch of science is complete in itself 
n The west is superior in every way to other 

parts of the world. 
n Relativism – Values should be changed as 
“needed” – by mankind. 

n Materialism 



How do Islamic values differ? 

n  1. First and foremost is that Allah has 
created everything, including mankind 

n  2. Therefore all creation is part of a unity. 
Man is but one element in this creation 



n  3. Allah has established the true and unified 
value system that protects all creation for all 
times. 

n  4.  It is the role of man to worship Allah and 
follow His directives in serving mankind 
and the environment according to Allah’s 
guidance. 



What do our students get in 
school? 
n Usually 5 periods every week of secular 

material in the English class 
n  5 periods every week of secular material in 

the social studies class. 
n  5 periods every week of secular material in 

the science class. 



   n At least 15 periods every week where Allah     
is not mentioned and His way is not 
followed. 

n Usually 1-2 periods a week of religious 
instruction where Islamic values may be 
discussed. 

n  Is it any surprise that our students are not 
the motivated Muslims we wish them to be? 



What conflict in values  
can you find? 

n Here is a cute little story about two hippo 
children who are good friends. It’s the kind 
of story found in early grade reading texts. 

n Do you see any problem in using this story 
to teach reading? 

n George and Martha 











Unacceptable Value 1 

 
n   The basic unit of society is the individual.    
n  Individuals do not need God, or family, or 

society.  



Unacceptable Value 2 

 
n  ‘Freedom' is a main goal. The individual must be free to 

choose his/her own way.  
  
n  There should be nothing, like responsibility for example, to 

limit one's freedoms. 



Unacceptable Value 3 

n The family is not important 

n  Dogs and friends are better sources of help and comfort. 



Unacceptable Value 5 

n Male-female interaction  is the only way 
to live 

n  Never suggest that males and females might be happier or 
better off if they didn't mix socially.  



A secular or Islamic worldview? 

n A world view is the basis of everyone’s 
thinking. A secular worldview looks at life 
through the lens of humanism – mankind is 
supreme. His logic is capable of 
understanding the world and creating the 
best culture and government. God has no 
place. 



n Example: Evolution is true and man 
descended from the apes. Why do we know 
this? Because a human named Darwin 
figured it out. 

n Example: I’m not responsible for making 
the atom bomb. I was just interested in 
studying that subject. 



An Islamic Worldview 

n Allah is the Creator of all mankind. He is 
One. 

n Unity of creation. There is no dividing line 
between humans and the environment, 
between religion and mathematics 

n  Included in Allah’s creation is a set of rules 
which guide all of nature; and if man 
chooses to follow those rules, he will be 
successful in this life and the life to come 



A Curriculum with  
an Islamic worldview 

As you know it is both expensive and time 
consuming to develop a new curriculum. 
My idea is to start with one textbook at a 
time. 



A limited approach 

n Let’s take the Language Arts class for 
example. 

n One of the major aims of this class is to 
teach reading. There are two main aspects to 
this job. 



     
n  1.  How does the language work? What are the 

skills required to read? 
n  2. What is the purpose of reading? 
n  What should be the content of the reading 

material?       
n  Our main problem with the secular system is 

number 2.  Lesson plans in the reading texts are 
well planned out to teach the reading skills: 
recognizing the role of the silent e, using the 
content to help figure out the meaning of a word, 
etc.  We can use this. 



What is the Islamic view of why 
we read? 
n  1. The secular books choose material that 

will entertain and interest students, 
regardless of religious values. 

n  2. The Islamic position is that the purpose 
of reading is to learn something about our 
relationship to Allah and His creation, in 
order to live a better life and help others. 



    n Does that mean it can’t be a fun book to 
read?  Does every story have to be non 
fiction? 

n Let us look at a book designed to reflect an 
Islamic worldview while teaching middle 
school reading skills which incorporate the 
Common Core Standards. 



Treasury of Muslim Literature 
The Golden Age: 750-1250 C.E. 

Dr. Freda Shamma 

n The Treasury focuses on the literature of the 
Abbasid Period, when Dar al Islam, the 
Islamic realm had the highest level of 
civilization in the world. 

n  It contains a brief biography of more than 
35 authors, and a selection of their writings 



   
n The selections represent more than 17 

genres of writing, including religious, 
historical, essays, epics, short stories, folk 
literature, memoirs, travel writing, etc.  

n        Although they all have something of 
value to contribute to our lives, they can be 
very humorous as well – for example the 
book, The Book of the Superiority of Dogs 
over Many of those who wear Clothes. 



   

n And don’t forget Mulla Nasruddin. When 
he was asked why he was riding backward 
on his donkey, he explained, “How else 
would I know where I’ve been?” His 
stories are spread throughout the book. 



  
n Very few of the writers were known just as 
‘authors.’ Al Jahiz, the foremost literary 
writer, also wrote a tafsir of Qur’an and a 
thoroughly researched book about different 
animals. 

n Al-Biruni was a noted author but also one of 
the greatest scientists in the Muslim and 
Western world. 



What their education began with 

n The majority of the authors started their 
studies with Qur’an and Islamic sciences 
before going on to study mathematics, 
history, medicine, grammar, etc.  This 
means they started with an Islamic 
worldview. And it shows. 



    
n Al-Hariri wrote an entertaining book to 

demonstrate his master of the Arabic 
language – and the majority of the book is 
eloquent discourses on religious subjects.  

n Al-Mas’udi wrote a massive history, more 
than 30 volumes long, with a beginning and 
ending address in which he praises Allah 
and asks for His Help. 



   n Even in 1001 Nights, every creature, human 
or otherwise, attests to the superiority of 
Allah, and many of the stories are moral 
tales. 

n Without the teacher saying a single word, 
the Muslim student can see that the 
literature is based on an Islamic view of the 
world. 



Cultivation of Muslim  
self respect 

n There are introductions to each of three time 
periods in which Muslim cultural life is 
presented. 

n  Students become aware that Muslim cities 
were clean, had paved streets and street 
lights hundreds of years before the West did 



   
n  Students become aware that the first 

universities started in the Muslim world, 
that Christians and Jews came to study in 
Muslim Spain  

n  Students become aware that the people who 
studied their religion first, went on to write 
hugely important works in many fields 
including science, medicine and history. 



   

n  Students become aware that Muslims have 
made huge contributions to the world’s 
knowledge, health and safety, culture, 
standards of living. 

n And all that before the teacher begins to 
discuss the material from an Islamic 
worldview.  



Treasury of Muslim Literature 
n  is perhaps the first textbook to integrate 

subjects based on an Islamic worldview. It 
can stand alone as the major or only source 
of reading material in the middle school. 
Because it is an anthology, it is easy to pick 
and chose parts of it to teach. 

n  Its lesson plans include ways to integrate it 
into the history and/or religion classes as 
well as how to teach the CCS 

n  It is a beginning.  



Conclusion 

n Teaching from 2 opposing worldviews is 
both false and damaging to our students. 
The Islamic worldview is based on the unity 
of Allah and the unity of His creation. It is 
time our curriculum teaches that every part 
of creation is intertwined with every other 
part. The omnipotence of Allah should be 
felt in every subject. 



Resources 

n  Treasury of  Muslim Literature  
u www.amana-publications.com 
u www.muslimlit.com – will have complete 

lesson plans available soon, inshaa Allah 


