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Purpose 

�  Awareness of the mission and the vision of weekend 
school. 

�  Creating safe, healthy environment for learning  
�  A call for encouraging higher-order thinking activities 

in the classroom 
�   Creating age-appropriate activities 
�  Sharing the communicative activities we have created  
�  Using a content based instruction approach 
�  Fostering a dialogue regarding higher-order thinking 

activities that utilize samples from the textbook.  



Dialogue p.1 

� What is the importance of our weekend schools? 
 
� What is the mission of our weekend schools? 
 
� What kind of problems do our weekend schools 

have?  



Mission of Weekend School 

The mission of weekend school should be:  
�  Setting the foundation for a strong sense of Islam 
�   Implanting in students a sense of God 

consciousness and the universal values, and 
encouraging them to apply these values in their 
actions 

� Create an Islamic identity that is solid enough that 
the child will never abandon  

� Giving the child the tools to get involve and 
become a strong leader in the community 



Making Weekend School Appealing 

� How can we make weekend school more 
appealing? 
 

  



Be Organized  

�  Set rules and a reward system that will create a 
secure, structured space for the child. 

�  Create a template of monthly homework 
assignments to go home with the students, and post 
it on the school webpage .   

�  Create a filing system for school and homework 
assignments. 

�  Your organization system should be easy for you and 
the student. There is no one way to organize. Adapt 
to your classroom and children. 



Safe Friendly Environment  

�  Create an open, accepting environment to make 
friends and share thoughts. 

�  Engage the parents in projects and activities that will 
help increase the child’s self-esteem. 

�  Do not tolerate bullying of any type, and make your 
students aware of  what bullying is.    



Have Fun with your Students 

�  Make lessons more interesting, relevant and fun. 
�  Do not fear fun. Learning has to be memorable and 

enjoyable, so that the student wants to return. 



Raise Your Student’s Self esteem 

�  Believe in your students and always try to lift their 
spirits. 

�  Help them achieve a solid sense of self. 
�  Give them optimistic and constructive criticism. 
�  NEVER put a student down for any reason, 

especially in public. 
�  Highlight their individual skills and talents, and help 

them where they aren’t as strong. 
�  Never be biased towards one student. 



Managing Your Classroom 

�  Every group of kids has their own dynamic and flow. 
There is no customized lesson plan that can be a 
perfect fit.  

�  Engage your students in interesting, well-rounded 
activities that will reduce negative attention. 

�  Keep in mind that the child that acts out is looking 
for attention or is lacking in proper communication. 
Your part is to find the root of the problem and work 
with them to fix it. 



Building Character 
Dialogue p.2   

�  "What was life like when you were a child?“ 
�  "Who was the most important person in your 

life?“ 
�  "What made him/her special to you?“ 
�  "Can you tell about a special holiday memory?“ 
�  "What values do you live by?“ 
�  "When you think about your life, what makes you 

the most proud?“ 
�  "Is there anything you would have done 

differently?" 



Building Character  

�  Model the ethical Islamic beliefs you want to cultivate in your students 
and identify your commendable actions.  

�  For example: "When I do what I say I will do, I am being dependable." 
 

�  Read, discuss and act out stories that teach commendable character 
traits. Have the children draw pictures, make up games, songs and/or 
their own stories about characters who made ethical choices. As a class 
project, design and produce a mural which depicts character-building 
virtues. 
  

�  Challenge students to demonstrate noteworthy character traits. 
Reinforce the positive actions by noticing and commenting.  

�  For example: "Ahmad, when you welcomed the new student and 
offered to show him around, you were being friendly and helpful." 

. 



Building Character  con’t 

�  Encourage students to notice virtuous behavior in each other. They can 
give verbal feedback or write down what happened and place it in a 
"Good Character Box" to be read later. Have a bulletin board 
celebrating character traits displayed by students. 

�  Provide opportunities for dramatizing situations that help students 
understand the perspectives of others and develop empathy. For 
example: A girl missed catching the ball. Put the students in the 
situation. Then help them identify the child's feeling and guide them 
toward responding with kindness. 
  

�  Study autobiographies of outstanding persons such as Belal, Asma’a 
Bent Abou baker, Hajar , Asia, Prophet Isa, or others the children 
discover in their own communities. Ask the students what character 
traits each exhibited and which ones they had in common. Have them 
list their own strengths, or the virtues they have observed in other 
students 



Respect 

�  Respect: I can’t stress enough on the importance of 
this value. Most of us as a teacher from our culture 
expect respect from the students and their parents, 
but we don’t practice that toward each other or the 
students and their parents. 



Dialogue p.3 

•  How important is critical thinking to the weekend 
school students?  

 
•  In your opinion, how important is the relevance of 

material to the weekend school students? 
 
 
•  How do you incorporate critical thinking to Islamic 

studies, Quran, and Arabic? 



Content-Based Instruction  

  
�  What is Content-Based Instruction ? 

Content based instruction (CBI) is a 
teaching method that emphasizes 
learning about something rather 
than learning about language. 

�  Example: Learning Arabic language through Qur'an 
and Islamic studies.  



Benefits of CBI 

�  Learners are exposed to a considerable amount of language through 
stimulating content. Learners explore interesting content and are engaged 
in appropriate language-dependant activities. Learning the language 
becomes automatic. 

 
�  CBI supports contextualized learning; learners are taught useful language 

that is embedded within relevant discourse contexts rather than as isolated 
language fragments. Hence students make greater connections with the 
language and what they already know. 

 
�  Complex information is delivered through real life context for the students 

to grasp well and leads to intrinsic motivation. 
 
�  In CBI, information is reiterated by strategically delivering information at 

right time and situation compelling the students to learn out of passion. 
 
�  Greater flexibility and adaptability in the curriculum can be deployed as per 

the students’ interest. 



Make Islam a lifestyle, not just a Religion 

�  Engage yourself and be a part of their world. 
�  Islam shouldn’t stay in the classroom; it should 

become part of their daily life. 
�  Ask questions like: How did you please Allah today? 

What is the most valuable thing you did this week? 
�  Tie the answers to Islamic values. 



Keep Your Classroom Positive 

�  Focus on positives. Take a moment to thank the 
student for coming. Commend the students on little 
things. 

�  Focus on aspect of Sadaka. Explain the difference 
between Sadaka and Zakat. Point out when students 
demonstrate the value of Sadaka. 

�  Encourage the love of Allah, discourage the fear. 



Encourage Critical Thinking 

�  Help them set a foundation of faith by simplifying 
Islam to their ability so that they can understand and 
internalize it. 

�  Do not give your students a ready formula. 
Brainstorm with them, pull the information out of 
them, shape it, organize it, and help them to discover 
it. 



�  When it comes to lessons and storytelling, you should 
humanize what you’re saying. Let it be personal, funny 
and evoke emotion, but maintain the teaching aspect and 
extract what you need for the lesson. This way, what you 
say will be better understood by the student and resonate 
with them more. 

�  Enrich your background. Read, attend workshops, watch 
the news, and seek knowledge. In order to be the best 
and most relatable teacher, you must educate yourself in 
both legitimate news and pop culture. The best way to 
reach a child is through elements of their culture. 



�  It’s not enough to just deliver the message. Keep an 
eye always on your message, see where it ended up, 
and how the child perceived it. 

�  You must always try to use every moment as a 
teaching moment. If an incident happens, build a 
lesson around it. There is no such thing as a small 
story. Even a story about you falling on a bike could 
lead to a discussion about how it’s your duty in Islam 
to take care of yourself. 



Update your Islam 

�  Link current events to your Islamic studies 
curriculum. 

�  Discuss with students the perspective of Islam, what 
happened and what is happening. 

�  Brainstorm with them, and have them come up with 
a solution. 



Qur'an 

�  Use Al-Nouranieh for the right pronunciation. 
�  Engage the meaning along with memorization. 
�  Give fun projects that have to do with the theme of 

the ayahs you’re learning. 
�  Stress the sight words that are used most frequently 

in Qur’an and Arabic. 
�  Give simple explanations for the reasoning and 

context of the ayahs. 
�  Tie the values of the Qur’an to day-to-day life. 



Arabic 

� What is a communicative language approach? How 
important is the meaning to a communicative 
approach? Do you use a communicative approach 
in the classroom?  

� What are some examples of communicative 
activities you use in class?  

� Does the textbook that you currently use offer 
communicative activities that require students to 
understand and promote critical thinking? Or are 
many of the activities focused on producing the 
‘right’ answer? 
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