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Abstract 

Do you  often find that your students seem bored or that it's hard to find fun 

activities that will create excitement in your classroom? Look no further! This workshop 

will introduce you and your students to a world of interactive activities that will 

transform any lesson. You will learn how to create Foldables® that will give your 

students the opportunity to use their creativity while gaining valuable knowledge. You 

will leave this workshop with new ideas and handouts to take back and use right away! 

 

Introduction 

 Students today are growing up in a time where their minds are constantly being 

stimulated. This stimulation occurs regularly through cell phones, TVs, video games, 

computers, tablets, and the list goes on.  This constant fast paced stimulation has created 

a new challenge for teachers in the classroom. Teachers face the challenge of students 

whose attention spans have become increasingly short than that of a generation ago 

(Prensky 1). According to Marc Prensky in an article written for On the Horizon, he 

states that, “Today’s students – K through college – represent the first generations to 

grow up with this new technology. They have spent their entire lives surrounded by and 

using computers, videogames, digital music players, video cams, cell phones, and all the 



other toys and tools of the digital age.”  So the question remains, how do teachers engage 

students in the classroom with shorter attention spans?  

 

First and foremost teachers must evolve in order to reach their students. This is 

the essence of being a teacher. Ignacia Estrada once said, “If a child can’t learn the way 

we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn.” Research has shown that student 

achievement increases when an activity is introduced. According to Akley, “…engaged 

students learn more, retain more, and enjoy learning activities more than students who are 

not engaged” (Akley, 3). A classroom that is actively engaged in activities will have 

greater success than a classroom that is not engaged. Activities such as experiments, 

projects, cooperative learning, and exploration are examples of activities that engage 

student learning. Among those activities are foldables®.  

 

What is a foldable®?  

A foldable® is an interactive 3D graphic organizer (Frey, 2008). Foldable® offer 

many benefits for students. It helps by focusing on core concepts in order to retain and 

retrieve information quickly. Research has proven the benefits of graphic organizers. As 

mentioned earlier students today need to be stimulated and have interaction within the 

classroom through activities.  

 

Graphic organizers have gone from being a simple worksheet to becoming an 

interactive 3D foldable. Take for example a generic Venn diagram graphic organizer 

(1A) that compares the differences and similarities of two concepts; wudu and 

tayammum. While students are all too familiar with the classic Venn diagram, it can be 

transformed into an interactive foldable® (1B). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venn	  Diagram	  

Wudu	   Tayammum	  

1A	   1B	  



 

A formative assessment has gone from a typical fill-in worksheet, to a hands-on 

activity that students will enjoy creating. The objective remains the same; comparing the 

seminaries and differences between wudu and tayammum. But the foldable® has given 

the activity that added engagement that students today need. The foldable can be glued in 

their journal for quick reference or be used as a tool for students to quiz each other which 

offers another important need of our students today; social interaction. The overall 

purpose of an activity such as this example is that the student becomes engaged and takes 

ownership of their learning. It allows students to have constructive conversations as they 

work on their foldable® and provide them with interaction with peers which is often the 

root of misbehavior in the classroom and the loss of attention during lectures.  

  

It’s not easy!  

Introducing new activities that involves folding, cutting, or gluing can cause 

havoc in the classroom. But with proper training and great classroom management skills 

students will pick it up in no time. It will become apart of the classroom culture. One way 

to limit or eliminate demonstration time between the teacher and student, is by naming a 

specific foldable® that will be used often throughout the year. If students are trained on 

that foldable there will come a time where the teacher just mentions the name and 

students get to work. Take for example the foldable® below (2A). Say for example the 

teacher gives it the name “Vocab Fold” and trains their students how to make it, in the 

future the teacher simply announces make a “Vocab Fold” and they would know exactly 

what is expected of them. This saves valuable class time verses wasting time by teacher 

demonstration. It is wise to always have a handful of foldables® that will be used 

throughout the school year for various content. 

 

   

 

  

 

 

Wudu	  

	  Steps:	  *	  
*	  
*	  

What	  breaks	  it?	  

When	  do	  you	  
make	  it?	  

What	  types	  of	  
water	  can	  be	  

used?	  

“The	  Vocab	  Fold”	  



Conclusion 

Education isn’t about how much information a teacher can teach and then test 

students on. As Benjamin Franklin put it, “Tell me and I forget it, teach me and I 

remember it, involve me and I learn.” Students of today must be involved in the process 

of learning. Allowing students to explore and search for the answers and find new 

questions is the essence of becoming a teacher. A great teacher doesn’t just feed the 

information to his or her students. A great teacher guides them in the exploration of 

finding the answers and making mistakes along the way. Foldables® are one great tool in 

assisting students in creativity, exploration, and the search for knowledge.  

 

Foldables® For Beginners 

 

The Vocab Fold 

The vocabulary foldable® is a simple and effective foldable®. The purpose of this 

foldable® is to enrich the understanding of essential vocabulary words.  

Steps: 

1. Fold a sheet of paper horizontally down the center. 

2. Fold it vertically down the center. 

3. At the corner where all the squares meet fold the corner until you have a triangle. This 

is the corner where the paper cannot be opened (when opened a diamond is in the center 

of the page). 

4. Open it up and write the vocabulary word in the diamond. Then in each square have 

your students fill in important information pertaining to that word. For an example please 

see figure 2A above. 

 

The Tab Fold 

Tab foldables® are easy and great ways for storing and retrieving information quickly. 

Figure 1B is a classic example of a tab fold. Tab folds are versatile for any lesson. It can 

be used for vocabulary, sequencing events, etc. Depending on the information they can be 

3-tabs, 6-tabs, or as many as needed. Tab foldables® can be printed like the one in figure 



1B (sweetilm.weebly.com), made using construction paper, or by using journals. Here’s 

how it’s made. 

1. Fold a sheet of any paper vertically. 

2. Determine how many tabs are needed and cut out each tab (only on the left folded side) 

until the center line is reached. 

3. Add information.  

 

Resources on Foldables® 

There are tons of websites with examples of foldables®. Just using the search word will 

render tons of examples. Always remember that foldables® are great because the content 

can be interchanged for any subject taught. Just pick the foldable® that best suits your 

activity and switch out the content for your own. It’s that east! 

• http://sweetilm.weebly.com/ 

• http://www.pinterest.com/sweetilm/foldable-ideas/ 

• http://www.dinah.com/ 

• http://cmase.pbworks.com/f/Foldables.pdf 

• http://www.negaresa.org/ccgps/science/foldable_graphic_organizers_online_reso

urces.pdf 

• https://www.google.com Search Images -Foldables® 
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